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Maxwell  to  lead  Mississippi  conference 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (Special)  — 
Leadership  expert  John  C.  Maxwell, 
founder  and  president  of  The  Injoy 
Group  in  Norcross,  Ga.,  will  bring  his 
national  Reality  Leadership  conference 
to  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison,  on 
October  19.  Co-sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB),  the  conference  features  a  spe¬ 
cial  rate  for  members  of  churches  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  convention. 

The  Reality  Leadership  conference 
has  enjoyed  large  crowds  during  the 
2001  national  tour,  with  stops  in  cities 
from  Tampa  to  Los  Angeles  to  Detroit. 

"Mississippi  Baptists  are  pleased  to 
welcome  to  our  state  John  Maxwell,  one 
of  the  nation's  foremost  conference 
speakers  on  leadership,"  said  Steve 
Stone,  MBCB  associate  executive  direc¬ 
tor  for  church  ministries. 

"Before  we  agreed  to  co-sponsor  the 
Reality  Leadership  conference,  I  talked 
with  several  pastors,  church  staffers, 
and  associational  missions  directors. 
Without  exception,  each  said  we  should 
invite  John  Maxwell  to  come  to 

"I  arnpleased  that  we  could  work  out* 
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A  recent  visit  to  Central  Hills  Retreat, 
our  Mississippi  Baptist  Royal 
Ambassadors  (RA)  campground 
outside  Kosciusko,  for  the  dedication  of  the 
new  William  "Bill"  Causey  Missions  and 
Activity  Center  took  me  back  35  years  to 
the  special  place  in  my  heart  reserved  for 
fond  memories  of  summer  RA  camp. 

RA  camp  was  at  a  different  place  then  — 
C^tnp  Kittivyake  on  the  Gulf  Coast  was 
obliterated  by  Hurricane  Camille  in  1969, 
never  to  be  rebuilt  —  but  the  location  real¬ 
ly  wasn't  important. 

A  long  trip  was  required  to  reach  Camp 
Kittiwake  from  the  Mississippi 
Delta,  down  the  torturously  wind¬ 
ing,  old  pre-four  lane  Highway  49 
through  Yazoo  City  ana  Jackson 
and  Hattiesburg  and,  finally,  the 
Gulf  Coast  —  but  that  wasn't  really 
important  either. 

As  every  card-carrying 
Mississippian  knows,  it  gets  hot 
here  in  the  summer  and  even 
more  so  on  the  Coast.  Kittiwake 
was  humid  and  unairconditioned, 
and  the  mosquitoes  were  big 
enough  to  share  your  soft  drink 
H.  with  you  —  but  that  too  was  not 
I  all  that  important. 

Jr"  There  were  the  crafts  times  and 
the  frantic  dashes  across  busy 
Highway  90  to  reach  the  beach¬ 
front.  There  was  the  food,  camp  food  to  be 
sure  but  for  a  boy  who  was,  ahem,  large  for 
his  age,  it  was  great  —  but,  as  you  may 
have  surmised  by  now,  even  that  was  not 
important. 

What  was  (and  still  is)  important  are  the 
lessons  I  learned  about  Jesus,  about  mis¬ 
sionaries,  about  my  role  in  spreading  the 
Gospel,  and  about  myself.  Thirty-five  years 
later,  I  vividly  recall  my  counselors'  names 
and  the  nightly  worship  services. 

In  my  mind  I  still  see  my  friends  standing 
up  and  walking  down  front  to  accept  Jesus 
as  their  Lord  and  Savior.  I  remember  kneel¬ 
ing  to  pray  with  them,  as  if  it  were  yesterday. 


Our  Mississippi  Baptist  campgrounds 
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Causey  Center  at  Central  Hills  Retreat,  Kosciusko 


Those  summer  RA  camps  went  a  long 
way  toward  making  me  the  Christian  I  am 
today:  an  unashamed  witness  to  the  salva¬ 
tion  round  in  Jesus  Christ,  a  Sunday  School 
teacher,  an  RA  leader,  and  editor  of  the 
third-largest  newspaper  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Multiply  that  testimony  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  times  over  for  the  three 
Mississippi  Baptist  campgrounds  —  the 
other  two  being  Camp  Garaywa,  our  Girls 
in  Action  (GA)  campground  in  Clinton, 
and  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian 
—  and  one  gets  an  idea  of  the  importance 
of  these  facilities  to  the  future  of 
Mississippi  Baptists. 

If  you  naven't  been  to  the  campgrounds 
lately,  you  haven't  been  to  the  campgrounds. 

Millions  of  dollars  of  construction  and 
refurbishing  have  been  going  on  for  sever¬ 
al  years  now,  in  an  effort  to  better  serve 
Mississippi  Baptists. 

Camp  Garaywa  has  Patterson  Place,  a 


motel-like  conference  center  that  rivals  any 
meeting  facility  in  central  Mississippi. 
Gulfshore  Assembly  has  undergone  a  com¬ 
prehensive  makeover,  crowned  by  a  new 
340-foot  pier  reaching  out  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  Central  Hills  Retreat  has  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  Causey  Center  and  two  new 
air-conditioned  lodges. 

All  of  this  has  occurred  while  regular 
maintenance  and  projects  such  as  paving 
have  also  been  accomplished.  Much  of  the 
work  was  done  by  volunteers. 

Mississippi  Baptist  campgrounds  have  a 
bright  future,  full  of  excited  campers  eager  to 
know  more  about  Jesus  and  the  art  of  summer 
camping.  Thanks  to  the  construction,  there  is 
plenty  of  space  for  adult  meetings,  too. 

Check  out  our  campgrounds;  you'll  be 
surprised.  You'll  also  get  a  deeper  under¬ 
standing  of  how  serious  Mississippi 
Baptists  are  when  we  say  we're  on  a  mis¬ 
sion  to  help  bring  Mississippi  and  the 
world  to  Jesus. 


T topical  Storm  Allison 
moved  through 

Louisiana  in  the  weeks  prior  to 
June  16,  2001,  leaving  the  Baton 
Rouge  area  flooded  with  as 
much  as  four  to  six  feet  of  water 
in  some  homes. 

The  water  receded  as  fast  as 
it  rose,  and  people  were  desper¬ 
ate  for  help.  Once  again,  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Unit's  Temporary 
Emergency  Child  Care  (TECC) 
Unit  was  called  for  assistance. 

Without  gifts  to  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Offering 
(MLSMO),  however,  there 
might  not  have  been  a  response 
to  cries  for  help.  MLSMO  nelps 
fund  both  the  Disaster  Relief 
Unit  and  TECC. 

As  the  TECC  coordinator,  I 
prepared  to  leave  for  Baton 
Rouge.  My  Scripture  for  that 
day  was  John  13:20:  Most 
assuredly,  I  say  to  you,  he  who 
receives  whomever  I  send  receives 
Me;  and  he  who  receives  me 
receives  Him  who  sent  Me. 

That  passage  is  a  true  reflec¬ 
tion  of  our  Mississippi  TECC 
operation.  Fourteen  Mississippi 
Baptist  volunteers,  all  with  dif¬ 
ferent  personalities  and  diverse 
backgrounds,  went  to  Baton 
Rouge  to  serve  in  Jesus'  name. 

Because  of  die  love  Jesus  gave 
us,  we  are  sent  to  love  thos^  to 


Guest  Opinion: 

MLSMO:  responding  to 
people  in  crisis 

By  Donna  Swarts,  member 
Goodwater  Church,  Magee 

whom  he  sends  us.  Oftentimes  change.  They  could  even  be  the 
those  people  may  be  adults  who  volunteers  serving  beside  you. 

_ 1  _  IT-1 _ _  _  _  •  ; _ »  _  _  _ _  r 


need  a  listening  ear,  a  young 
person  who  needs  a  hug,  or  a 
baby  who  needs  a  diaper 


TECC  is  just  one  arm  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  disaster  relief 
supported  by  gifts  to  MLSMO.  It 


who  needs  a  diaper  supported  by  gifts  to  MLSMO.  It 


is  another  tool  to  be  used  of  God 
to  show  the  world  his  love  by 
offering  hope  in  a  crisis. 

On  me  mind  day  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  operation,  we  were  caring 
for  40  children.  As  I  sat  in  a  comer 
playing  with  three  young  boys,  I 
was  amazed  at  the  wisdom  God 
provides  in  times  of  crisis. 

I  watched  as  volunteer  Joan 
Tyler,  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Collins,  shared  Jesus  with  a 
young  Buddhist  mother.  Babies 
were  rocked,  snacks  were  served, 
and  books  were  read  aloud. 

I  saw  Bible  after  Bible  disap¬ 
pear  from  the  registration  table. 
I  listened  as  workers  from  other 
relief  agencies  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  for  Mississippi  Baptists. 

Tears  trickled  down  my  face 
as  the  thought  of  the  love  of 
God.  He  is  to  be  glorified!! 

Why  do  we  do  what  we  do? 
The  answer  is  we  do  it  because 
God  first  loved  us  that  we  may 
know  his  love  in  order  to  love 
others  unconditionally. 

During  this  Season  of  Prayer 
for  State  Missions,  please  don't 
forget  to  pray  for  the  many  vol¬ 
unteers  serve  tirelessly  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Unit. 

Thank  you,  Mississippi 
Baptists,  for  your  gifts  to 
MlSMO  so'  that  this  nflich- 
needed  ministry  can  continue. 
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Research  underway  on  'amazing'  Maasai 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  ^ - -  ^  14I  ,  . 


(BP)  —  Eric  Graf 
worked  feverishly  to 
unearth  his  mission 
team's  jeep,  mired  in 
the  mud  of  the  Kenyan 
bush.  The  knowledge  of 
abundant  lions  and 
approaching  dusk  and 
rainstorms  were  gener¬ 
ating  more  frustration 
than  evangelistic  fervor. 

Suddenly,  the  roar  of 
engines  interrupted  his 
group's  automobile 
recovery  effort.  Speeding 
towards  them,  intema- 
renowned 
race  cars 


tionally 

Rally 

like  ^ 
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tered  story  onXrace/  REACHING  THE  MAASAI  -  Eric  Graf  (center)  poses  with  two  Maasai  men  who  Sr 
appeared  in  a  Kenyan  prayed  to  receive  Christ.  Graf,  who  served  as  a  volunteer  member  with  the  Calvary  will  s 
newspaper,  as  well  as  on  Road  Ministries  medical/evangelism  team  this  summer,  spent  more  than  three  weeks  interv 
several  international  race  in  Kenya  ministering  to  the  Maasai  people.  (BP  photo)  700  M 
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redemp-  Indianapolis.  "[About]  $90,000  ing  their  history.  They 
if  s  July  worth  of  medicine  was  donat-  turally  proud  people 
ip  took  ed  by  various  corporations,  recently  have  been  v< 
people,  most  of  which  was  used  during  tant  to  any  outside  i 
.nt.„at  this  time."  especially  tne  Gospel,  < 

misville.  However,  the  team  also  and  However,  in  1972 
in  a  most  importantly  ministered  Southern  Baptist  mi 
siontrip  to  the  peoples'  greatest  need:  began  working  w 
inistries  the  GospeL  Maasai,  helping  to  t 

>  move-  "We  shared  the  Gospel  with  their  perception  of  Ch 
out  the  each  person  who  came  to  the  from  a  "white  man's 
clinic,  Gwf  said-  "Some  167  of  to  the  universal  "good 
nember  those  were  recorded  to  have  Jesus  Christ,  Graf  said 
ie  semi-  placed  their  faith  in  Christ.  "God  is  doing 

le,  who  "Similar  to  our  own 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


auiuidi  to  our  own  tnmgs  among  the  Maasai  peo- 
American  church  context,  only  pie,  Graf  said.  "The  majority  of 
the  Lord  knows  which  of  these  believers  are  first-generation 
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churches  are  thriving  —  so  "Most  have  paid  a  heavy 
much,  in  fact,  that  the  price  for  their  faith  in  Christ. 
International  Mission  Board  has  Most  receive  no  earthly  compen- 
named  the  Maasai  as  the  fea-  sation  for  their  tireless  efforts, 
tured  people  group  of  thisyear's  "They  travel  for  weeks  by 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  foot  or  bicycle  carrying  the 
for  International  Missions.  Gospel  message  to  each  'boma' 

The  tremendous  growth  of  [or  clan  living  area]  and  the 
the  churches  and  the  accompa-  surrounding  areas, 
nying  church  planting  move-  "I  weep  at  the  thought  of 
ment  begun  among  the  Maasai  how  beautiful  are  the  feet  of 
also  gave  Graf  a  second  pur-  those  who  bring  good  news," 
pose  for  the  trip.  Graf  said. 
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NAMB  volunteers  linked 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Matching  volunteers  with  areas 
where  their  services  are  needed  has  become  significantly  easi¬ 
er  thanks  to  a  new  Internet-based  system  operated  by  the 
North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB).  Where  just  a  few 
years  ago  the  process  of  identifying  needs  and  matching  them 
with  volunteers  and  groups  could  take  months,  it  now  can  be 
accomplished  with  just  a  few  clicks  on  the  NAMB  Volunteer 
Mobilization  Information  System  (VMISO)  website.  The  site  — 
located  at  volunteers.namb.net  —  serves  as  a  clearinghouse  for 
both  volunteers  looking  for  places  to  serve  and  directors  of 
missions  and  other  leaders  wno  post  opportunities.  The  web¬ 
site  is  the  culmination  of  efforts  since  NAMB's  founding  in 
1997  to  streamline  the  process  of  matching  mission  volunteers 
with  needs  across  the  country.  With  the  new  system,  churches 
with  a  need  for  volunteers  for  construction,  prayerwalking. 
Vacation  Bible  School  or  other  ministries  can  contact  their 
director  of  missions,  who  is  authorized  to  directly  submit  the 
need  on  the  VMISO  site,  or  those  needing  volunteers  can  post 
their  projects  directly.  The  system  will  automatically  notify 
their  association  and  state  convention.  Individual  volunteer* 
and  churches,  meanwhile,  can  register  on  the  site  and  see  all 
needs  that  fit  their  profile  of  skills  and  abilities.  To  become  tL 
member  of  the  VMISO,  churches  or  individuals  seeking  vohjBSf 
teers  can  visit  the  site  at  www.volunteers.namb.net  To  sufiral 


Communi: 


ism's  crash  in  the  rapidly  disintegrating  Soviet  Union  trig¬ 
gers  the  Foreign  Mission  Board's  first  "Green  Alert"  to  seize  missions 
opportunities  amid  social  upheaval.  "We  need  to  do  as  much  as  we  can  as 
soon  as  we  can,"  says  Keith  Parks,  board  president. 


Fifteen  men  from  ten  churches 


in  George-Greene  Association  plus  one 
man  each  from  Colorado  and  California  —  all  volunteers  —  build  the 
multipurpose  building  for  First  Church,  Springville,  Calif.,  on  five  hot 
summer  days  in  that  state. 


September  13, 2001 


The  Baetist  Record 


Christy'  producer  lists  war  heroes  in  novel 


visual  way;  that's  an  occupational  hazard 
for  a  filmmaker.  You  can  see  it  in  the  film, 
when  he  looks  up,"  he  said. 

Despite  the  reference  to  a  movie,  none 
exists  yet.  Wales  is  negotiating  with  two 
motion  picture  firms  who  don't  want  to  be 
The  chaplains  included  Methodist  min-  identified.  He  hopes  to  produce  a  film  ver- 
ister  George  Fox,  Dutch  Reformed  minister  sion  within  the  next  two  years. 

~  *  ~  Catholic  priest  John  In  addition  to  their  heroic  sacrifice, 

Washington  and  Rabbi  Alex  Goode.  Wales  said  it  is  important  to  recognize  the 

Clark  Poling  was  a  cousin  of  David  chaplains'  contributions  to  the  troops  dur- 
Poling,  coauthor  of  Sea  of  Glory.  A  retired  ing  the  two  weeks  prior  to  the  attack, 
minister,  David  Poling  met  Wales  while  "There  was  already  a  lot  of  life-saving 
both  were  researching  a  book.  They  agreed  going  on  before  the  ship  sank,"  he  said, 
to  collaborate  on  the  novel.  "They  showed  them  life  lessons  and 

Wales'  father  was  a  classmate  of  Clark  helped  them  straighten  out  their  lives  by 
Poling's  at  Yale  Divinity  School.  First  hear-  being  with  them. 

ing  or  the  four  chaplains  at  age  10,  Wales  "Tnat  helps  make  the  chaplains'  deaths 

I  direct  example  of  what  Christ  did  promised  to  continue  sharing  the  story  in  not  in  vain.' 

for  us,"  said  Wales,  producer  of  the  future.  Still,  after  reading  Sea  of  Glory,  some 

the  Christy  television  series.  When  he  received  his  copy  of  the  novel,  may  question  why  Uncle  Sam  sent  such  a 

"That  four  men  —  three  Wales  took  it  to  his  father's  favorite  beach  vessel  through  the  dangerous  waters 
Christians  and  a  rabbi  —  would  at  Santa  Monica.  There  he  remembered  his  known  as  Torpedo  Junction, 
choose  to  give  of  their  lives  so  dad's  admonition  to  never  let  people  forget  Wales  pornted  out  that  Germany's 
four  other  men  could  live  is  a  the  story.  continual,  successful  attacks  on  Allred 

remarkable  sacrifice.  This  wasn't  "I  had  a  time  of  prayer  and  re-read  the  ships  in  1941-42  left  the  outcome  of  the 
an  accident.  They  made  a  choice  book  and  finished  it  just  as  the  sun  set,"  war  in  doubt. 

to  give  up  their  life  jackets,"  he  Wales  recalled.  "It  was  a  joy  to  have  that  Sending  the  Dorchester  and  similar 
pointed  out.  reconnection."  ships  out  was  a  desperate  move,  he  said. 

Released  in  September  by  The  primary  reason  for  the  fictional  which  ultimately  paid  off  with  the  devel- 
Broadman  &  Holman,  the  trade  approacn  was  to  demonstrate  the  event's  opment  of  radar  and  B-24  bombers  that 
book  publishing  arm  of  LifeWay  Christian  impact.  While  more  than  200  men  sur-  helped  turn  the  tide. 

Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  vived,  no  one  who  received  a  chaplain's  This  was  a  classic  struggle  of  good  and 
Convention,  the  novel  is  based  on  a  true  lifejacket  ever  came  forward,  Wales  said.  evil,"  Wales  said.  "This  was  a  war  we  had 
story  of  the  1943  sinking  of  the  Dorchester.  So,  he  created  Wesley  Adams,  a  hard-  to  win.  Otherwise,  Germany  would  have 
A  domestic  vessel,  the  ship  was  pressed  bitten  sergeant  whose  attitude  undergoes  a  controlled  the  East  Coast  and  Japan  Jthe 
into  service  as  part  of  a  top-secret  mission  remarkable  transformation  after  he  West  Coast,  and  there  would  have  been  a 
to  install  radar  systems  in  Greenland,  receives  Father  Washington's  jacket.  big  struggle  somewhere  around  Omaha." 

However,  90  miles  away  from  their  desti-  The  book  opens  and  closes  with  Adams'  Every  American  can  all  be  grateful  that  the 
nation,  a  German  submarine  torpedoed  the  reflections  at  a  mythical  soldiers'  reunion.  nation  remains  free,  Wales  said,  and  able  to 
ill-equipped  ship.  "You  can  see  it  through  the  eyes  of  commemorate  the  bravery  of  men  like  chap- 

Less  than  one-fourth  of  the  900  people  Wesley  Adams  and  how  it  affected  him,"  lains  Poling,  Fox,  Washington,  and  Goode, 
on  board  survived  the  attack.  said  Wales,  who  teaches  a  class  in  film  pro-  For  more  information  on  Wales'  book. 

According  to  survivors'  accounts,  a  duction  at  the  University  of  Southern  visit  LifeWay  Christian  Stores  on  the  Internet 
panic  followed.  Because  of  overcrowded,  California  in  Los  Angeles.  at  www.lifewaystores.com  or  call  toll-free  at 

overheated  conditions,  many  had  removed  "I'm  mainly  a  storyteller.  It's  told  in  a  (800)  233-1123. 


PACIFIC  PALISADES,  Calif.  (BP)  —  their  life  jackets  and  couldn't  retrieve  them 
Since  he  wrote  Sea  of  Glory  to  honor  all  in  the  rush  for  survival. 

who  contributed  to  the  Allies'  Amid  the  confusion,  the  four  chaplains 
<  #  T  i‘.vB  World  War  II  victory,  Ken  Wales  removed  their  life  jackets  and  handed  them 
expects  his  first  book  to  receive  to  others.  Then  they  joined  hands  and  sang 
notice  as  part  of  upcoming  hymns  as  the  ship  sank. 

. v/*B  Veterans  Day  observances.  The  chaplains  included  Methodist 

■  •  The  longtime  filmmaker  i  ‘  w  ”  ~ 

hopes  the  story's  central  figures  Clark  Poling, 

- !  9 —  four  army  chaplains  who  sac- 

•  .  >i  jJnficed  their  lives  aboard  a  sink- 

_  1  **  .  JIB  ing  troop  ship  —  will  be  remem - 
,V\  be  red  year-round, 

i  ’J  jfj  "I'm  hoping  and  praying  that 

•  r  ,jM  those  who  read  it  can  grasp  from 
jSS?  JjB  the  four  chaplains  that  the  ulti- 

mate  act  of  giving  up  one's  life  so 
VkHlU  that  someone  else  might  live  is  a 


LifeWay  slates 
'Kids] am'  for 
September  15 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
LifeWay  Christian  Stores 
across  the  United  States  — 
including  stores  in  Jackson 
and  Tupelo  —  will  host  a  free 
party  for  children  on  Sept.  15 
from  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  The 
premiere  of  a  new  Veggie  Tales 
video,  "The  Ultimate 
VeggieTales  Silly  Song 
Countdown,"  will  be  featured 
in  the  stores  throughout  the 
day.  Employee-supervised 
games  and  activities,  prizes 
and  gifts  also  will  be  provided. 

Children  and  their  families 
are  invited  to  participate  in  a 
special  in-store  scavenger  hunt 
activity  during  the  party,  said 
John  McKinney,  local-store 
marketing  manager  for  the 
national  chain.  In  addition, 
many  limited-time  offers  will 
be  available,  including  a  spe¬ 
cial  sale  price  on  the  new 
VeggieTales  video. 

LifeWay  Christian  Stores  may 
be  accessed  on  the  Internet  at 
www.lifewaystores.com  or  toll- 
free  at  (800)  233-1123. 


Margaret  Lackey 
Makes  a  Difference 


among  the  first  on  the  scene 
helping  in  Jesus'  name  whenev¬ 
er  disaster  strikes. 

•  the  delight  of  providing 
mission  opportunities  and  out- 


Make  a  Difference  Day  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  in  scope  and 
significance.  Only  a  few  years 
old,  the  idea  is  to  do  some¬ 
thing  one  day  in  October  that 
will  make  a  difference  in 
someone's  life  or  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  All  kinds  of  projects 

and  ideas  have  become  a  part  ...  w 

of  Make  a  Difference  Day.  moment  was  that  was  not  the  you  do" not  give,  but  the  greater  involved  in  prison  minii 

As  Mississippi  Baptists,  in  purpose  of  the  offering  at  all  —  loss  will  be  to  you.  in  jails  and  prisons  acros 

the  month  of  September,  we  just  to  get  people  to  give  more.  Somewhere  along  the  jour-  state,  where  most  of  us  d 
can  make  a  difference  through  Later,  though,  I  had  to  confess  ney  of  the  next  12  months,  more  and  often  cannot  go. 
an  offering  that,  literally  for  to  him  that  he  was  right.  It  is  a  than  likely,  directly  or  just  If  you  do  not  give,  c 
thousands  and  thousands  of  special  offering  over  and  above  slightly  indirectly,  you  will  may  miss  out  on  somel 
people,  has  made  a  difference  just  the  norm,  and  it  is  a  chan-  probably  be  the  recipient  of  but  you  will  miss  a  1 
through  the  years.  The  nel  of  giving  that  funds  mission  some  blessing  from  the  blessings.  What  can  yoi 
Margaret  Lackey  State  points  that  are  otherwise  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  You  can: 

Mission  Offering  is  not  just  a  untouched  —  unless  we  go  Offering.  If  not  you,  then  some-  •  Celebrate.  God  has  oj 

gift  of  the  moment,  but  an  "above  and  beyond."  one  closely  connected  to  you,  many  doors  and  is  doing 

offering  for  an  eternity.  The  Margaret  Lackey  State  will  be  touched,  helped,  or  derful  things  among  his  p 

Some  years  ago,  a  man  who  Mission  Offering  is  vital  and  it  changed  by  this  offering.  Mississippi  Baptists  hav< 

was  a  member  of  the  church  I  has  certainly  grown  through  the  You  see,  when  we  don't  give,  son  to  celebrate! 

was  pastor  ing  at  the  time,  years.  Namea  for  the  first  corre-  we  are  the  ones  who  miss  the  •  Participate.  Prayers,  j 

came  to  me  and  expressed  his  sponding  secretary  of  the  blessing.  Just  what  do  you  miss  if  sions,  and  people  make 
views  about  the  state  mission  Woman's  Missionary  Union  you  do  not  give?  You  will  miss:  sions  come  to  life, 

offering.  He  did  not  like  it  (WMU)  in  Mississippi,  the  first  •  being  a  part  of  the  hun-  •  Perpetuate.  The  ble; 

and  he  was  not  going  to  give  offering  was  in  1935,  and  it  dreds  of  girls  at  Camp  Garaywa  God  has  sent  among  us  c 
to  it!  He  said,  "It  is  just  anoth-  totaled  $6,132.41.  and  the  boys  at  Central  Hills  passed  on  to  genere 

er  way  to  get  money  out  of  Last  year,  for  the  first  time,  who  come  to  know  Jesus  as  beyond  us. 
folks/'  He  wanted  me,  his  we  broke  the  one  million  dollar  Savior  each  summer.  Pray  that  all  across  oui 

Sunday  School  class  mem-  mark  in  special  giving  to  state  •  providing  a  missions  the  Margaret  Lackey 
bers,  and  strangers  on  the  missions.  Now,  the  reality  is  that  encounter  for  thousands  of  kids  Mission  Offering  will  no 
street,  if  they  would  stop  and  no  one  has  to  give  to  this  offer-  at  these  encampments.  be  another  way  that  Go 

listen,  to  know  that  he  did  not  ing  —  not  an  individual  and  not  •  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  get  hpld  of  our  money  be 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


beH*v£  trr 


made  it  possibleTor  ’  ft  wil 


to  the  state 


Baptists  t<T  be  carl  get  hold  6t  each  one  of  us!’ 


mission  oi 
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Woman  utilizes  gifts  on  captive  audience 


MOORE, 
Okla.  (BP)  — 
Polly  Ward  goes 
to  prison  every 
Monday  night. 

It's  not  be¬ 
cause  she  com¬ 
mitted  a  crime, 
but  because  she 
has  a  commit¬ 
ment. 

Ward  admits 
when  she  was 
told  she  would 
be  good  at  prison 
ministry,  she  was 
mortified. 

"I  told  my 
husband  I  knew 
nothing  about 
prisons,  nor  any¬ 
one  in  them," 
Ward  said.  "His 
nonchalant 
reply  was,  'Why 


m*A 


have  two 
badges:  one 
to  turn  in  at 
the  door  and 
the  other  to 
wear  while 
in  the  facility. 

Ward  en¬ 
tered  literacy 
training  with 
Prison  Fel¬ 
lowship,  but 
says  literacy 
is  more  than 
teaching 
prisoners  to 
read  and 
write. 

"It  is 
modeling 
positive 
behavior  and 
being  a 


_  friend  they 

reply  was,  'Why  POLLY  GOES  TO  PRISON  —  Polly  Ward  (left)  joins  fellow  Baptist  may  not 
would  you  be  prison  volunteers  (from  left)  Delena  Blackwood,  Willeen  Hodge,  and  have  ever 
upset?  You'd  Susan  Fox  in  preparing  to  enter  Mabel  Bassett  Correctional  Center  in  had,  who 
have  a  captive  Oklahoma  City.  (Photo  courtesy  of  the  Oklahoma  Baptist  Messenger)  doesn't 


audience.'"  - 

Ward's  journey  into  prison 
ministry  began  when  she 
enrolled  in  a  discipleship 
course  on  spiritual  gifts  at  First 
Church,  Moore,  Okla. 

"I  already  knew  what  my 
spiritual  gifts  were,"  Ward  said, 
"but  I  guess  I  thought,  or 
hoped,  they  might  change." 

Her  gifts,  she  said,  are 
prophecy,  exhortation,  and 
mercy,  and  since  prophecy  and 
exhortation  are  very  outspoken, 
it's  hard  for  a  woman  to  find  a 
place  to  serve  under  authority 
with  those  spiritual  gifts. 

"Out  of  approximately  15 
women  in  die  class,  I  was  the 
only  one  with  these  gifts,"  she 
saia.  "I  was  feeling  sorry  for 
myself  when  die  pastor's  wife, 
who  was  teaching  the  class, 
said  I  would  be  excellent  in 
prison  ministry." 

Ward  said  over  the  next  cou¬ 
ple  of  years,  she  volunteered  for 
all  sorts  of  jobs  at  church,  but 
kept  seeing  things,  even  com¬ 
mercials  on  TV,  that  led  her  to 
think  about  women  in  prison. 

"Through  our  pastor's  mes¬ 
sages,  I  saw  that  Jesus  didn't 
minister  inside  the  four  walls  of 
the  church,"  she  said. 

She  said  she  had  no  idea 
what  she  would  do  in  prison, 
and  had  never  heard  of  anyone 
going  into  a  prison  to  minister. 

Several  years  ago  she  proceed¬ 
ed  to  call  Don  Duncan,  the  chap¬ 
lain  at  Mabel  Bassed  Correctional 
Center  in  Oklahoma  City  and 
said,  "God  is  sort  of  directing  me 
to  work  in  prison." 

She  told  the  chaplain  she 
had  worked  in  literacy  mis¬ 
sions  and  wondered  if  that 
experience  could  be  put  to  use. 

The  chaplain  said  a  woman 
had  just  come  to  him  telling 
him  she  would  never  go  back  to 
Bible  study  because  she  was 
called  on  to  read,  and  couldn't. 

"I've  been  praying  for  a  vol¬ 
unteer  to  teach  literacy  cours¬ 
es,"  he  told  Ward. 

ThtrS^the  prison  dolors,; 

~  Swung  opfcn,  and  Polly  Ward 
entered  into  a  ministry  of  love 
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and  compassion,  learning  a  lot 
about  prisons  and  those  incar¬ 
cerated  there. 

"One  thing  about  prison  is 
you  have  to  adjust  to  change," 
she  said.  "Rules  and  circum¬ 
stances  change  daily."  • 

She  noted  some  of  the 
requirements  for  working  in  a 
prison  ministry  entail —  first  of 
all,  being  a  born-again  Christian, 
and  you  should  not  go  without 
your  spouse's  approved. 

She  said  Mabel  Bassett  is  a 
prison  for  any  woman  who  has 
any  kind  of  medical  problem,  so 
volunteer  workers  must  have 
regular  tuberculosis  tests,  plus 
an  FBI  check,  orientations,  agree 
to  follow  the  rules,  and  must 


-  judge  them 

harshly,"  she  said.  T  can't  say  we 
go  in  and  do  just  one  filing.  We 
nave  to  minister  to  their  needs." 

She  added,  "Anytime  you 
want  to  read  God's  Word,  he 
will  help  you  learn." 

Ward,  who  is  now  a  member 
of  Woodland  Church, 
Newcastle,  Okla.,  explained  that 
Oklahoma  has  more  women  in 
prison  that  any  other  state. 

"The  average  age  at  Mabel 
Bassett  is  35,  and  [the]  educa¬ 
tion  level  is  fifth  grade,"  she 
said.  "Most  of  the  women  have 
left  children  who  either  went  to 
live  with  relatives  or  are  in 
Department  of  Human 
Services  custody." 

The  number  one  offense  is 


murder,  followed  by  drug 
offenses,  robbery,  assault  ana 
fraud,  with  the  population  split 
about  50/50  in  violent  and  non¬ 
violent  crimes. 

Ward  said  all  of  theprisoners 
she  works  with  are  Christians, 
and  most  say  prison  is  the  best 
thing  that  happened  to  them 
because  it  stopped  them  from 
doing  what  they  were  doing 
and  got  them  on  the  right  track. 

Ward  is  teaching  the  inmates 
to  read  and  write  through  Bible 
classes,  mostly  studies  by 
noted  author  and  Bible  teacher 
Beth  Moore. 

Ward  said  Satan  "doesn't 
want  us  to  go  into  places  of 
darkness  —  and  prisons  are 
areas  of  darkness." 

She  said  she  has  never  felt 
threatened  or  afraid. 

"If  we  as  believers  don't  do 
what  we  are  called  to  do,  we 
will  never  see  a  decrease  in  the 
prison  population,"  Ward  said, 
noting  generational  incarcera¬ 
tion  keeps  the  cycle  going. 

Ward  said  with  an  average  of 
30  babies  bom  to  inmates  each 
year,  she  feels  led  to  give  each 
Daby  a  Bible  suitable  for  the 
caregiver  to  read  to  the  baby. 

Ward  noted  that  one  or  the 
satisfactions  of  prison  ministries 
is  seeing  the  women  change. 

"One  of  fire  girls  we  worked 
with  is  now  in  fulltime  min¬ 
istry,"  Ward  said.  "She  was  first 
director  of  a  halfway  house  and 
now  is  directing  youth  programs 
for  three  Methodist  churches." 

"I  would  like  to  see  more 
women  get  involved  in  prison 
ministry  instead  of  staying  in 
church  and  doing  Bible  studies. 

"We  have  to  go  where  the 
hurting  people  are,"  she  said. 


LifeWay  to 

change 

address 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Effective  Oct.  1,  the  primary 
mailing  address  for  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
will  become  One  LifeWay 
Plaza,  Nashville,  TN  37234. 

The  change,  approved  by 
the  Nashville-area  postmaster 
general,  accompanies  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  main 
entrance  and  parking  garage 
for  LifeWay,  scheduled  for 
completion  in  late  2002. 

The  main  entrance  and  visi¬ 
tor  parking  will  be  north  of  the 
present  entrance,  off  Ninth 
Avenue  near  Church  Street. 

Broadman  &  Holman 
Publishers  and  Genevox 
Music  will  continue  to  use 
127  Ninth  Ave.,  N.,  Nashville, 
TN  37234,  as  their  address. 


♦ 
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Youth  of  Sebastopol  Church, 
Sebastopol,  attended  Certrifuge 
in  July  at  Gulfshore  Assembly. 

A  Bible  Conference  will  be 
held  at  Hebron  Church,  Pheba, 
Sept.  26-30.  The  times  are  Wed.- 
Sat.,  7  p.m.,  and  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  7  *p.m.  The  speaker  will  be 
Roy  E!  Gingrich  of  Memphis. 
He  is  a  former  pastor  and  Bible 
college  professor  who  has  writ¬ 
ten  books  on  every  book  of  the 
Bible.  R.  C.  Bryan  is  pastor.  For 
additional  information,  call 
(662)  494-2377. 

Members  of  DeSoto  Church, 
Shubuta,  participated  in  a  mis¬ 
sion  ministry  to  Greenbriar 
Church,  Boonsboro,  Md.,  June 
23-July  1.  The  ministry  included 
building  repair  and  painting, 
assisting  with  Vacation  Bible 
School,  and  visitation.  Pictured 
(from  left,  front  row)  are  Lois 
Smith;  Sidney  Mosley;  Jessica 
Crowell;  Krystal  Diamond; 
Crystal  Gandy;  Krystin  Brown; 
Grant  Odom;  (second  row)  Mike 
and  Jennifer  Crowell;  Mary 
Mosley;  Marsha  Odom;  Daniel 
Mosley;  Drew  Dabbs,  youth  min¬ 
ister;  Mark  Manasco;  and  Ray 
Mosley.  Not  pictured  are  Jim 
Smith,  pastor;  Dewayne,  June, 
and  Asnley  Crane;  Billy  Gene, 
Nita,  and  Joey  Glass;  Eamestine 
and  Richard  Owen;  Laura 
Latner,  mission  coordinator;  and 
Billy  and  Catherine  Whitaker, 
work  project  leaders. 


Youth  of  Sebastopol  Church,  Sebastopol 


GAs  and  RAs  of  West  Heights  Church,  Pontotoc 


A  recognition  service  was 
recently  held  for  GAs  and  RAs 
of  West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc.  Carol  Gillespie  is 
WMU  director.  David 
Hamilton  is  pastor. 


Mission  team  from  DeSoto  Church,  Shubuta 


South  Mississippi 
‘EvangeCism  Conference 

first  ‘Baptist  Cfuirch  ♦  QuCfport,  ‘MS 

Monday,  September  1 7 

11:00  AM. 

Senior  Adult  Evangelism  Rally  and  Luncheon 

Tommy  Mitchell,  Director  of  Missions 
Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association 


Sixty-one  mission  team 
members  from  ten  different 
churches  journeyed  to  Sonora, 
Mexico,  May  25-June  2,  to 
minister  in  the  villages  of  La 
Nariz,  Valdez,  and  Division  of 
the  North.  The  ministry  includ¬ 
ed  conducting  nightly  worship 
services.  Vacation  Bible 
School,  evangelism,  construc¬ 
tion  work,  and  distribution  of 
food  and  eyeglasses.  A  total  of 
nine  decisions  were  made  for 
the  Lord.  Churches  represent¬ 
ed  included  Bethlehem  and 
Freedom,  Laurel;  North 
Columbia,  East  Columbia,  and 
Edna,  Columbia;  Clarkson, 
Maben;  New  Hope, 
Monticello;  First  and 
Easthaven,  Brookhaven;  and 
Living  Water,  Hazlehurst. 


A  group  from  First  Church,  Booneville,  served  this  summer  as 
counselors  at  Touched  by  an  Angel  Ministries,  a  camp  for  people 
with  special  needs,  in  Tupelo.  Counselors  are  Misty  Whitley, 
Whitney  Yarber,  Britney  Whitley,  Laurie  McBride,  Carter  Bray,  and 
Denise  Bray  (not  pictured).  Grant  Fisher,  (second  from  left)  a 
camper,  also  from  First  Church. 


Fred  Luter,  pastor 
Franklin  Ave.  Baptist  Church 
New  Orleans,  LA 

Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

Convention,  1996-1997 

Member,  SBC  Council  on  the  Family 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

"ir-fay _ We  buy  used  buses 

‘ ,  **  -  LifeWay  Discount 


Tom  Elliff,  pastor 
First  Southern  Baptist  Church 
Del  City,  OK 

President  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  1996-1998 
Chairman,  SBC  Council  on  the  Family 


g  (800)370-6180 

www.carpenterbu3.com 


Hosted  by  the  Evangelism  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  and  First  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport. 
For  more  information  call  (228)  863-8501. 


Available  in  20'  to  ST,  models 
(12  to  47  passengers.  New  A  Used) 
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Thank  You  Mississippi  Baptists  for 
your  gifts  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering® 

*“  -  0  •  _  -  i  .  • 

We  prayerfully  ask  you  to  participate  in  the 

Season  of  Prayer  for  Baptist  State  Missions  and 
the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering 


Partnering  to  Make  a  World  of  Difference! 


! 


// 


...  and  you  will  he  my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea 
and  Samaria,  and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth/'  —Acts  1:8,  ntv 


■International 
^Mission  Board 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


A  Southern  Baptist  Convention  agency  supported  by  the  Cooperative  Program  and  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering® 

Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  The  International  Mission  Board  has  exclusive  right  to  use  the  trademark. 


■'-V^  r.^" 


R  o  g  e  r 

Mullan,  Ray,  Crosswhite,  and  Church  Cross- 

I  white,  and 

Ray  Church,  new  deacons. 


Tony  Stroud,  former  pastor 
of  Calvary  Church,  Perry 
Association,  is  available  for 
pastorate  or  interim  work.  He 
can  be  contacted  at  (601)  788- 
6218  or  (601)  408-3934;  E-mail 
GODFILLED7@aol.com. 


Samuel  Gardner  Rankin, 

86,  a  native  of  Sandy  Hook, 
Miss.,  died  July  21  at  his  home 
in  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.  He  was  a 
retired  medical  missionary. 


ears,  most 
rofessor  of 
director  of 
doctoral  pro¬ 
grams.  Robertson  has 
joined  Christian  Health 
Ministries  in  New  Orleans 
with  the  specific  assignment 
of  coordinator  of  pastoral  care 
at  East  Jefferson  General 
.  m'.;  Marty  Comer,  Hospital,  Metairie,  La. 

Ronnie  Lexington,  Tenn.,  evangelist; 

William  Riley,  Tupelo,  music;  R.  Bay  Vista  Church,  Biloxi, 
^js  Owen  Riddick,  pastor.  has  called  Josh  Parker  as 

youth  minister  effective  Sept. 
1.  Parker,  former  youth  pastor 
of  Faithview  Church,  Saucier, 
is  currently  pursuing  an  edu¬ 
cation  degree  and  plans  to 
attend  seminary.  A  welcoming 
reception  will  be  held  follow¬ 
ing  the  evening  service  on 
Sunday,  Sept.  16. 

Tom  Stevens,  pastor  of 
Lena  Church,  Lena,  for  eight 
years,  has  resigned  effective 
Sept.  30.  He  is  moving  to 
Laurel,  Md.,  and  will  become 
pastor  of  Faith  Church. 


theoloi 


Morgan,  Keyes,  and  Van  Cleave 


Furrs,  Pontotoc  Sept.  23-27;  Escatawpa,  Escatawpa:  Sept.  M 
7  p.m.;  Ben  Parman,  Booneville,  16-20;  Sunday,  10:50  a.m.  ana  6  16-1S 

evangelist;  Gerald  Waldrop,  p.m.;  Mon.-Tnurs.,  7  p.m.;  John  Wed 
music;  Joe  Herndon,  pastor.  Merck,  evangelist;  F 

Cottingham,  music. 

Springfield,  Natchez:  Sept. 

16-19;  Sunday,  Sunday  School  Antioch,  Union:  Sept.  23-26, 

9:45  a.m.,  11  am.  service  fol-  Sunday,  11  a.m.  ana  7  p.m., 
lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch,  Danny  Lanier,  Little  Rock, 
Disdpleship  Training,  6  p.m.,  evangelist;  Wayne  Bishop,  Sat.,  7 
and  worship  7  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  Antioch  Church,  music;  James  Ernest 
7p.m.;  Ed  Wright,  Morgantown  E.  Young,  pastor.  Golmo 

Church,  evangelist;  Griff  Toney, 

Springfield  Church,  music;  Gene 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(/  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


New  Providence, 

Carthage:  Sept.  16;  worship, 
10  a.m.;  business  meeting,  ll 
a.m.;  lunch  and  fellowship, 
11:30  a.m.;  Bob  Gross,  speax- 
er;  Smith  Sanders,  pastor. 

Escatawpa,  Escatawpa: 

Oct.  28;  9:45  a.m.-4  p.m.;  din¬ 
ner  on  the  ground  and  gospel 
singing;  Richard  Crews,  guest 
speaker. 

Antioch,  Union:  Sept.  30; 
75th  anniversary;  11  a.m.;  1:30 
p.m..  The  Wilburns, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  concert; 
Kermitt  Sharp,  Philadelphia, 

?uest  speaker;  James  E. 
oung,  pastor. 


Sunrise,  Carthage:  Sept  23; 
services  begin  with  Sunday 
School;  Howard  Curbow,  former 
pastor,  speaker  during  morning 
worship  hour;  lunch  served  at 
noon;  Frank  Smith,  pastor. 


Wednesday 
September  19,  2001 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Resource  materials  can  be  obtained  by 
calling  (81 7)  447-7526  or  on  the  internet 
by  visiting  www.syatp.com. 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
‘1-601-91*198* 


Please  report  your  numbers  to  Don  Lum  at 
dlum@mbc;b.org-pr  call  (6Q1)  2^2-3280  or 
(800)  748-1651  ext.  280  (outside  Jackson). 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rental's 
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Retiring  SWBTS  prof  not  giving  up  music 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  In  a  disci-  and  a  timely  call  from  friend  and 
pline  often  controlled  by  a  metronome's  Southwestern  professor  Joe  King,  which  Bass 

ticking,  it  s  not  surprising _ believed  to  be  an  answer 

that  cnurch  music  professor  to  prayer,  tipped  the 

C.L.  Bass  looks  forward  to  a  scales  toward  Fwt  Worth, 

retirement  free  from  the  At  Southwestern,  his 

tyranny  of  tracking  time.  approach  to  teaching  has 

However,  the  time- tick-  been  to  begin  with  stu- 

ing  device  Bass  wants  to  dents'  interest  and  then 

free  himself  from  is  not  the  expose  them  to  more 

metronome,  but  the  clock.  styles  of  music  and  to 

"Calendars  and  clocks  help  them  get  the  most 

have  dominated  my  life  for  from  their  abilities. 

44  years,  and  so  I  am  going  to  "1  hope  that  I  have 

look  forward  to  the  time  broadened  their  horizons 

when  that  is  not  the  case,"  to  see  that  many  kinds  of 

said  the  distinguished  profes-  music  can  be  used  to 

sor  of  music  theory  and  com-  praise  God,"  he  said, 

position  and  chairman  of  the  "I  encourage  using  the 

music  theory  department  at  best  that  you  have  avail- 

Southwestem  (SWBTS)  able  to  oner  whatever  it 

Seminary  in  Fort  Worth.  - is,  whatever  style.  What 

He  intends  to  rest,  read,  Bass  I've  tried  to  do  is  teach 

and  perhaps  travel,  but  the  them  how  to  discern 

end  of  his  full-time  teaching  career  does  what's  good  and  what's  not,"  he  explained, 
not  mean  the  end  of  his  music.  His  aim  has  been  to  prepare  students  to 

"I  have  several  [composition]  projects  minister  with  their  mind,  talent,  and  heart, 
on  the  burner  already,"  Bass  said,  adding  "It  would  be  like  the  ideal  doctor.  In  a 
that  one  anthem  is  due  in  September.  way  you  want  a  doctor  who  is  caring  but  • 

Bass  almost  didn't  join  Southwestern's  you  also  want  a  doctor  who  is  very  compe- 
faculty.  In  1977,  he  was  happy  as  a  music  tent,"  Bass  said. 

professor  at  his  alma  mater,  Oklahoma  Bass  is  a  prolific  composer  and  writer. 
Baptist  University  (OBU)  in  Shawnee.  His  works  include  200  anthems,  two  short 

The  persistence  of  the  seminary's  music  dramas,  one  book,  and  three  cantatas.  His 
school  dean  at  the  time,  James  McKinney,  cantata,  "We  Have  Seen  the  Lord,"  was 


performed  by  Southwestern's  Oratorio 
Chorus  in  April.  It  was  the  first  time  the 
cantata  had  been  played  by  an  orchestra. 

Music  has  been  more  than  Bass'  min¬ 
istry  to  others  —  it  has  ministered  to  him. 

He  recounted  the  despair  he  felt  when 
his  roommate  and  teaching  colleague  was 
killed  in  a  traffic  accident. 

A  high  school  choral  teacher  at  the  time, 
Bass  found  consolation  in  music.  He  wrote 
what  he  would  later  publish  as  "Cast  Thy 
Burden  Upon  the  Lord." 

The  music  affirmed  for  him  that  "God 
sustains,  and  he's  always  there." 

Bass  thanks  his  wife,  Charlene,  who  he 
said  allowed  him  to  sit  alone  "hacking 
away  at  the  piano"  struggling  to  find  a 
sound  that  matched  the  image  m  his  mind. 

"I  want  to  thank  my  wife.  Without  her, 
much  of  what  I  have  done  would  not  have 
been  possible.  I'm  grateful  to  her,  and  I 
love  her  very  much,  Bass  said. 

As  he  retires,  Bass  said  he  will  miss  "the 
joy  of  explaining  the  discipline  of  music  to  my 
students,"  but  he  intends  to  continue  the  fel¬ 
lowship  he  has  with  music  school  colleagues. 

"We  have  a  wonderful  relationship. 
We've  enjoyed  each  other,  we  laugh,  we  get 
frustrated/  he  said. 

Bass  expects  to  drop  by  the  music  facul¬ 
ty's  weekly  "stew  pot"  lunch  fellowship 
and  hasn't  ruled  out  teaching  as  an  adjunct 
professor,  but  he  reminds  himself, 

"I  don't  want  to  be  ruled  by  the  clock," 
he  pointed  out. 


First,  Menden¬ 
hall  to  observe 
centenary 

■  ■  i  f 

First  Church,  Mendenhall, 
will  celebrate  a  century  of  min¬ 
istry  on  September  23,  begin¬ 
ning  at  9:30  a.m.  and  climaxing 
with  dinner  on  the  grounds  at 
noon.  Jim  Futral,  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
will  deliver  the  dedicatory 
address  after  testimonies  by  for¬ 
mer  pastors  and  staff  members. 

Chartered  by  1 7  members  in 
1901  as  Mendenhall  Church, 
the  name  was  changed  to  First 
Church  in  1957.  Among  the  16 
pastors  who  served  the  church 
have  been  two  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  presidents: 
J.P.  Williams  (1926-27)  and  cur¬ 
rent  president  Kermit  McGregor. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  First  Church,  Mendenhall, 
at  (601)847-2488 


Presents 

the  13th  Annual 
Reformation  Heritage  Lectures 

"Christ  & 
Culture  Revisited" 


Featuring 

Carl  Braaten 

Executive  Director \ 
Center  for  Catholic  and 
Evangelical  Theology 


October  30-November  1,  2001 
1 1:00  a.m.  Beeson  Divinity  Chapel 
Samford  University,  Birmingham,  Alabama 


The  lectures  are  open  to  the  public  at  no 
charge.  A  discussion  luncheon  will  follow 
Wednesdays  lecture  ( reservations  required). 
For  more  information  call  800-888-8266 
or  (205)  726-2991  or  visit  our  Web 
site  at  http://beeson.samford.edu 
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AT  THE  POLE  —  See  You  at 
the  Pole  is  scheduled  nation¬ 
wide  for  Wednesday,  Sept.  1 9 
at  7  a.m.  (BP  photo) 


Baptist  College  News 


See  You  at  the  Pole:  Movement  continues 


BURLESON,  Texas  (BP)  —  What  started 
with  a  small  group  of  teenagers  at  a 
DiscipleNow  weekend  in  early  1990  has 
grown  to  phenomenal  proportions.  The 
students,  in  Burleson,  Texas, 
felt  compelled  to  pray  for 
three  different  schools  one 
evening.  Not  knowing 
exactly  what  to  do,  they 
wenPro  the  school  flagpoles 
and  prayed  for  their  friends, 
schools,  and  leaders. 

Other  youth  leaders  in 
Texas  reported  similar  activ¬ 
ities  among  their  groups 
and  together  these  youth 
leaders  embraced  a  vision 
that  students  throughout 
Texas  would  follow  these 
examples  and  meet  at  their 
school  flagpoles  to  pray 
simultaneously. 

The  challenge  was 
named  See  You  at  the  Pole 
(SYATP)  at  an  early  brain¬ 
storming  session.  They 
shared  the  vision  witn 
20,000  students  in  June 
1990  at  Reunion  Arena  in 
Dallas,  Texas. 

Now,  more  than  three 
million  students  from  all  50 
states  and  20  countries  par¬ 
ticipate  in  SYATP. 

This  year.  See  You  at  the 
Pole  is  scheduled  for 
Wednesday,  Sept.  19  at  7  a.m. 

The  Sunday  prior  —  Challenge  Sunday 
—  can  be  used  in  churches  to  build  support 
for  the  event  and  to  join  together  in  prayer 
for  their  local  campuses,  educators,  and 
students. 


to  explain  and  promote  See  You  at  the  Pole. 

For  resources  and  more  information,  call 
(817)  HIS-PLAN,  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.syatp.com. 


Some  possible  ideas: 

♦  Use  videos  in  the  service  to  express 
the  passion  and  emotion  of  students 
involved  in  ministry  on  their  campus. 

♦  Invite  stu- - -r. - 

leaded  H*-  Adult  SYATP  event  planned 

ers,  or  coaches  ft  » 

to  give  real-life  LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (BP)  —  As  stifdents  gather  around  school  flag- 
examples  of  poles  for  the  annual  "See  You  at  the  Pole"  event  Sept.  19,  their  prayers 
the  issues  will  have  been  augmented  in  many  areas  by  a  similar  effort  by  parents 
teenagers  face  and  others  the  nignt  before. 

without  Christ.  During  tile  Campus  Prayer  Journey  2001,  individuals  will  walk. 
Let  these  neo-  ride,  or  drive  around  school  campuses  Beginning  at  7  p.m.  —  praying 
pie  also  snare  not  only  fof  the  safety  of  students,  but  for  God  to  work  supematurally 
their  impact  as  in  the  lives  .of  students  to  lead  them  to  a  personal  relationship  with 
a  Christian  Jesus  Christr 

example  on  the  "This  year  we're  asking  the  question  what  can  happen  when  we 
school  campus,  pray,"  said  Randy  Brantley,  founder  of  Campus  Prayer  Journey  and  a 

♦  Ask  stu-  youth  consultant  for  the  Arkansas  Baptist  State  Convention. 

dents  to  share  "We're  trying  to  help  people  get  a  vision  for  what  can  happen  when 
testimonies  God's  people  pray  for  the  schools  and  for  the  students.  ...It's  the  whole 
about  what  concept  of  praying  down  revival  from  heaven,"  he  said. 

God  is  doing  at  "I  mink  We'd  luce  to  see  every  school  in  a  community  being  prayed 
their  school.  for  by  paretits,  grandparents,  and  other  adults  from  the  local  church- 

♦  Include  a  es,"  aaded  Chad  Childress,  a  youth  evangelism  associate  for  the 
time  of  com-  Southern  Baptist  North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  in  Atlanta, 
missioning  which  sponsors  Campus  Prayer  Journey  nationally. 

where  students  The  event  began  m  1998  in  the  wake  of  the  school  shootings  in 
in  the  service  Jonesboro,  Ark.,  Brantley  said. 

stand  or  come  The  conoept  caught  on  and  now  is  part  of  an  overall  NAMB  campus 
to  the  front  and  evangelismfe^trategy  that  includes  the  FiSH  model  for  student-led 
ask  a  church  Christian  chibs  on  campuses  and  the  commissioning  of  students  as 
leader  to  voice  campus  missionaries.  More  information  is  available  at  www.stu- 
a  prayer  of  ded-  dentz.com.  ? 

ication,  spiritu-  See  You  ajt  the  Pole  is  a  student-led  event  in  which  students  gather 
al  protection,  around  the  school  flagpole  at  7  a.m.  to  pray  for  their  school  and  their 

and  interces-  classmates/' 

sion  over  the  It  began  with  Southern  Baptist  students  in  Burleson,  Texas,  and  has 
students.  since  beconje  an  interdenominational  Christian  movement. 

♦  Use  a  For  more-information,  visit  the  www.syatp.com  website. 

church  bulletin 


Student 


Government  senior  attorney;  and  Heather 
Association  for  the  2001-2002  Carpenter,  Dumas, junior  attor- 
school  year  at  Blue  Mountain  ney.  (Second  row)  Betty  Hearn, 
College  are  (from  left,  front  Blue  Mountain,  faculty  repre¬ 
row)  April  Mask,  Shannon,  sentative;  Corina  McCormick, 
president;  Ashley  Ball,  Imperial,  Neb.,  senior  repre- 
Savannah,  Tenn.,  vice-presi-  sentative;  Elizabeth  Steele, 
dent;  Cristy  Turner,  Middleton,  Mocksville,  N.  C.,  junior  repre- 
Tenn.,  secretary;  Andrea  sentative;  Wendy  Morrison, 
Harris,  Shannon,  treasurer;  Ripley,  sophomore  representa- 
Laycie  Vess,  Tishomingo,  tive;  Felicia  Adair,  Olive 

Branch,  dormitory  representa- 
Saw  ark  0  N'ln  C  hitds,  Riplw,  com- 

/X.  -  A.  ‘‘All  IT*'#  *2  mu,vr  representative;  and 

Carolvn  \lmime,  Km,  t.u  u  1 1  \ 

rePresentat'v<-’ 

'■  *  \  i  ^  s dtj*  H  |  First-time  incoming  stu- 

~  m  4  dents  at  Mississippi  College 

'  (MC)  treated  to 

f  , *.  ^  >r  *  *  jjjp’  on  Aug.  26  on  the  MC  Quad  as 

pSl  |  jv,  1  *l|Jp  part  ot  the  welcome  week 

m Kit  activities  with  1  lovd  Roberts, 
V  -  interim  president.  Following 

•>  <  >  P'cn'c'  Id  die  M  a  hat  fey, 

•  ^  professor,  led  in  a  worship 

service. 


Welcome  Week  activities  at  Mississippi  College 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

its  per  word,  minimum  of  ten  words;  maximum  of  fifty  v 
on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code, 

Mo  Mind  ads.  ONLY  WRITTEN  AOS  ACCEPTED. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free  esti-  INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 

mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Miss.,  CLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church 
phoneJbOl)  776-6617.  windows.  Columbus  -  toll  free 

BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six.  (877)  477-1899. 

Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  6th  CULFSHORES  BEACHSIDE  CONDO, 
and  7th  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  and  Fantastic  Fall  special  -  4  weeknights  for 
cocoa.  $100.00  daily.  Register  for  free  SI  Ml;  2-night  weekend  for  $120.  Call 
return  trip.  Accommodates  large  Martha  at  (205)  554-1524  or  Don  at 
groups.  Call  early  for  reservations  (251)968-3222. 

(662)  746-4632.  ALLEN  MDS-40-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN. 


Available 


CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  in  Sunday 
School  seeks  full-time  associate  pas¬ 
tor/minister  of  music  and  youth.  Please 
send  resume  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
2878  Old  Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS 
39180;  or  fax  to  (601)  636-7574. 
PART-TIME  YOUTH/MUSIC  MINIS¬ 
TER  in  Neshoba  County.  Send 
resumes  to  Beatline  Baptist  Church, 
Beast*  Cpmmlttee;  t2345  Road  505; 
Philadelphia,  M&v  39350.  Daytime 
(601)  656-3653>  leave  message.  - 


Student  Government  Association  at  Blue  Mountain  Col 


Are  your  seniors  tired  o( 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  it 
a  15-passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  roof 
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Family  Bible  Study 

An  ark  and  an  altar 

Joshua  3  and  4 

17).  God  specifically 


new  land  it  was  very 
necessary  to  get  a  pow¬ 
erful  impression  of  who 
their  God  really  was. 

He  was  the  Lord  of 
provision  as  they  were 

receiving  the  land  flow-  live  only  by  a  humanistic  sight, 
ing  with  milk  and  honey.  The  courageous  faith  of the  the 
He  was  the  Lord  of  Israelites  suggests  some  sober- 
promise  as  they  were  ing  realities  for  every  believer. 

Marshall  getting  the  land  God  had  First,  an  altar  always  sij 
promised  to  give  them,  place  where  one  does  1 
as  to  He  was  also  the  Lord  of  prob-  with  God.  That  presence  in  the 
iwed  lems.  If  he  could  part  the  waters  midst  of  the  Jordan  identifies 
lites.  then  there  wouldoe  no  problem  every  believer  with  the  desire 
i  the  he  would  not  handle  in  Canaan,  of  God  for  us.  He  wants  to  be 
they  The  picture  painted  for  us  is  our  refuge  and  strength. 

ntly.  simple.  Keep  your  eyes  on  Secondly,  an  altar  has  a  dis-  they  were  to  tell  their  families 
Joshua  3:9  reads  "hear  the  Jesus  for  He  will  meet  your  tinct  purpose.  We  often  have  to  as  well  as  other  people  how 
words  of  the  Lord."  every  need.  use  this  prompting  of  the  Spirit  mighty  God  is  ana  how  much 

The  word  for  hear  is  to  both  A  lesson  in  faith  (4:15-22).  It  within  to  lead  us  to  "setting  He  deserves  our  surrender,  sac- 
hear  and  obey.  It  leaves  no  doubt  might  have  been  an  easy  task  to  right"  our  walk  with  God.  A  rifice,  and  service, 
as  to  die  importance  of  strict  obe-  follow  the  ark  if  you  were  right  final  observation  notes  that  the  The  ark  and  the  altar  go 

dience  by  God's  people.  behindthepriestandLevites.lt  price  of  any  altar  was  death,  hand-in-hand.  Today  we  follow 

Their  willingness  to  follow  took  a  courageous  faith  to  fol-  Dying  to  self  produces  a  sensi-  the  ark  (Jesus)  and  bow  at  the 
the  ark  would  show  one  very  low  the  command  of  the  Lord,  tive  heart  to  the  leadership  of  altar  (ministry  of  God's  Spirit), 
important  strategy  as  they  (It  always  does!)  God  in  our  lives.  By  doing  so  we  keep  our  walk 

entered  the  land.  They  would  The  presence  of  an  altar  in  A  lesson  in  fear  (4:23-24).  specific  and  understandable, 
know  that  "the  living  God  is  the  miast  of  the  Jordan  (4:9)  Fear  can  mean,  "to  be  afraid  of"  Marshall  is  pastor  of  Longview 

among  you."  As  they  saw  their  suggested  the  worship  of  the  or  "to  reverence."  In  this  case  Heights  Churcn  in  Olive  Branch. 


Lord  in  the  midst  of  activity  the  people  of  God  learned  how 
that  was  supernatural,  spiritual,  to  reverence  God. 
and  specific.  So  we  see  tne  pres-  Joshua's  command  to  them 

ence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  directing  was  to  keep  the  altar  built,  (v. 
our  faith  today  in  a  world  that  20).  They  were  always  to 
has  chosen  to  refuse  faith  and  remember  how  gracious  God 

had  been  when  they  looked  at 
stones.  These  stones 
became  a  symbol  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  Goa  in  their  midst.  As 
;ruties  a  they  came  and  went  from 
'usiness  Gilgal  they  always  knew  that 
the  reality  of  life  was  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God. 

However  the  greatest  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  stones  was  that  of  a 
witness.  In  verses  22  and  24 


By  Wayne  Marshall 


Explore  the  Bible 

Faithful  servants 

1  Thessalonians  2:13-16 


By  Pell  Scoper 


In  this  week's  lesson,  Paul 
commends  the  Thessalonian 
believers  for  their  acceptance 
of  the  Gospel  which  they 
demonstrated  by  enduring 
persecution  for  their  faith. 

How  many  non-Christian 
friends  do  you  have?  One  of 
the  greatest  "barriers  to  evange¬ 
lism  is  that  most  believers 
all  their  time  with  other 
stians.  Consequently,  they 
have  no  clue  as  to  how  the 
non-Christian  looks  at  the 
world.  The  influential  witness 
is  that  Christian  who  has 
established  redemptive  rela¬ 
tionships  with  non-Christians. 

Andrew  and  Philit 
response  after  Jesus'  call  to  < 
cipieship  illustrates  this.  The 
first  thing  Andrew  did  was  to 
tell  his  brother  Simon  (Peter) 
about  meeting  Jesus,  "...and 
he  brought  him  to  Jesus"  (John 


1:40-42).  There  was 
also  Philip,  who  ran 
to  tell  his  friend, 

Nathaniel,  "We  have  Scoper 
found  the  one  ...  come 
and  see"  (John  1:44-46).  Their 
desire  to  share  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  them  was  sponta¬ 
neous,  simple,  and  direct. 

People  respond  to  the 
Gospel  in  various  ways.  Some 
ignore  it;  some  ridicule  it; 
some  even  persecute  those 
who  proclaim  it.  As  a  result, 
Satan  often  blinds  us  with  the 
fear  of  rejection,  that  our 
efforts  will  be  fruitless.  Our 
response  to  Satan  is  the 

Eromise  of  God's  presence  and 
is  deep  desire  to  bring  others 
to  him. 

Receiving  the  word  —  the 
beginning  (v.  13a).  The  mis¬ 
sion  team’s  prayer  of  gratitude 
referred  to  the  fact  that  the 
Thessalonians  had  objectively 
received  (heard)  the  word  of 


God,  then  had  accepted 
(welcomed)  it  subjec¬ 
tively,  not  as  the  word 
of  mere  men,  but  as  the 
incredible  word  of  God. 

Here  we  catch  a 
glimpse  of  Paul's  con¬ 
sciousness  of  his  God- 

Even  authority,  because 
s  preaching  was  not 
the  outgrowth  of  any 
philosophical  meander- 
mgs,  but  was  firmly  root¬ 
ed  in  Paul's  revelation  from  the 
Lord  himself. 

Working  of  the  word  —  the 
empowering  (v.  13b).  Many  of 
the  Thessalonian  believers' 
friends  had  dismissed  Paul's 
message  as  the  "word  of  men." 
However,  because  the  believers 
had  been  open  and  responsive 
to  the  Gospel  of  God  when  it 
was  preached,  their  trans¬ 
formed  lives  confirmed  that 
this  Gospel  was  indeed  the 
work  of  God.  The  same  is  true 
for  today's  Christian. 

Salvation  at  its  point  of 
beginning  is  a  matter  of  hearing 
the  Gospel,  receiving  what  is 
heard,  and  accepting  the  mes¬ 
sage  as  the  wora  of  God. 

Continuing  in  the  faith  — 
the  enduring  (w.  14-16).  Paul 


commended  the  Thessalonian 
church  for  enduring  persecu¬ 
tion  similar  to  that  of  the 
Judean  churches. 

In  this  passage  we  need  to 
understand  that  though  Paul 
specifically  denunciated  the 
Jews,  whose  persecution  he 
himself  had  experienced,  all 
Christians  will  ultimately  face 
a  similar  end.  The  reason  for 


the  church. 

As  Paul  catalogs  the  errors 
and  sins  of  his  kinsmen,  the 
Jews,  he  opened  a  window  on 
his  own  background  as  a  Jew. 
He  interpreted  his  persecution 
at  the  hands  of  the  Jews  as  a 
part  of  the  nation's  history  of 
rebellion  against  God,  estab¬ 
lishing  a  pattern  of  hostility,  of 
which  tne  persecution  in 
Thessalonica  was  a  part. 

We  must  also  remind  our¬ 
selves  that  when  Paul  referred 
to  the  Jews  he  undoubtedly 
had  in  mind  the  national  reh- 

Pious  leaders,  the  Pharisees. 

rom  Explore  the  Bible  Adult 
Commentary  we  read:  "Paul 
himself  was  a  Jew  (Phil.  3:4-6). 
He  highly  valued  his  Jewish 


heritage  (Rom.  3:1-2).  He 
yearned  for  his  fellow  Jews  to 
be  saved  (Rom.  9:1-3),  and 
prayed  earnestly  for  their  sal¬ 
vation  (Rom.  10:1). 

Paul  did  not  possess  a  spir¬ 
it  of  anti-Semitism.  The  sim¬ 
ple  truth  is  that  all  persecu¬ 
tors  of  Christians,  whether 
Jews  or  Gentiles,  will  face 
God's  wrath.  Furthermore, 
God  did  not  condemn  all  Jews 
as  a  people;  he  had  in  view 
those  who  violently  and  will¬ 
fully  opposed  the  gospel."  By 
their  opposition  the  Jews 
were  "heaping  up  their  sins  to 
the  limit.  The  wrath  of  God 
has  come  on  them  at  last" 
(2:16b). 

A  personal  testimony  —  A 

life  of  sensibility,  security,  and 
stability  is  built  upon  the  fact 
of  who  Jesus  is  and  what  he 
did  for  me.  How  thankful  I  am 
for  this  firm  foundation  in  the 
midst  of  a  world  that  is  floun¬ 
dering,  thankful  enough  to 
want  to  share  with  others  the 
source  of  my  strength,  Jesus, 
who  give  me  the  impetus  to 
face  this  world  as  a  faithful 
servant. 

Scover  is  a  member  of  First 
Churcn,  Laurel. 


IMB  report  pinpoints  lostness  of  world 


WORLD  OF  CITIES  — 
Members  of  people  groups 
hard  to  reach  with  the  Gospel 
are  flooding  the  world's  cities 
Missions  strategists  are  looking 
for  ways  to  turn  these  opportu¬ 
nities  for  access  into  people 
group  evangelism.  (BP  photo) 

Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 

GUKTJ  VQ  KJQXQBNXQ, 
ULC  RXUV  USGUVD,  KJUK 
VQ  WUV  MQ 

UTTNOLKQC  GNXKJV  KN 

'V  .  '  ’ 

QDTURQ  USS  KJQDQ 
KJHLZD  KJUK  DJUSS 
TNWQ  KN  RUDD,  ULC 
KN  DKULC  MQBNXQ  KJQ 
DNL  NB  WUL. 

SOFQ  KGQLKV-NLQ: 
KJHXKV-DHP 
Clue: 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trials  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  'lohrf  Sevkfaeeni 
Twenty-Five. 


First  of  a  two-part  series 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  All  the 
resources  of  the  modem  mission  move¬ 
ment  didn't  get  the  news  of  Jesus  to  one 
Asian  village  soon 
enough  to  save  the  lives 
of  three  young  boys. 

A  Christian  worker 
preached  the  Gospel  for 
the  first  time  in  the  village 
earlier  this  year.  The  local 
chief  sadly  asked  him, 
"Why  did  you  not  come 
here  two  weeks  earlier?" 

The  chief  explained 
that  a  sorcerer  had 
promised  him  prosperity 
if  he  would  sacrifice 
three  small  children. 

"I  was  carried  away  by 
his  words  and  kidnapped 
two  5-year-old  boys  from 
a  neighboring  village, 
and  I  sacrificed  them  to 
tire  gods,"  he  confessed, 
"but  I  failed  in  all  my 
attempts  in  kidnapping 
the  third  child.  Finally,  I 
took  my  7-year-old  son 
and  sacrificed  him  also. 

"If  you  had  told  me 
about  this  Jesus  a  little 
earlier,  then  I  would  have 
never  killed  those  inno¬ 
cent  children. 

"Why  did  you  come  so 
late?"  The  chief  asked 
again,  weeping  bitterly. 

The  worker  could  have  offered  several 
valid  reasons:  that  the  village  is  just  one  of 
countless  communities  in  an  unreached 
region,  that  its  people  are  controlled  by 
ancient  superstitions,  that  local  leaders  are 
hostile  to  Christianity,  that  the  national 
government  opposes  missionary  activity. 

At  the  time,  however,  silence  seemed  the 
only  appropriate  response.  Multiply  this 
scene  millions  of  times  over  for  a  rough 
idea  of  the  challenge  facing  Christians  who 
seek  to  obey  Jesus  command  to  preach  the 
Good  News  everywhere. 

The  gap  between  the  biblical  vision  of 
world  evangelization  and  reality  remains  a 
Grand  Canyon-like  expanse. 

Closing  the  Gap,  a  report  prepared  by 
strategists  at  tne  Southern  Baptist 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB),  takes  a 
big-picture  snapshot  of  the  secular  and 
spiritual  state  of  the  world. 

It  also  examines  the  "scope  and  range  of 
God's  resources"  among  his  followers  — 
and  asks  some  hard  questions  about  how 
to  bring  evangelistic  vision  and  reality 
closer  together. 

The  report's  findings  include: 

Clusters  of  lostness 

About  600  million  people  claim  a  per¬ 
sonal,  saving  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ,  leaving  about  1.4  billion  "cultural 
Christians"  who  associate  in  some  way 
with  the  Christian  religion  but  don't  neces¬ 
sarily  follow  Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

Another  2.5  billion  people  are  non- 
Christian  but  have  some  access  to  the 
gospel  message  by  various  means. 

More  than  1.6  billion  people,  mean¬ 
while,  have  virtually  no  access  to  the 
gospel,  a  church.  Scripture,  or  followers  of 
Christ. 

More  than  2,100  of  the  world's  nearly 
13,000  distinct  people  groups  fall  into  the 
last  category. 

Forty-one  countries  have  populations 
that  are  more  than  99%  non-Chnstian;  45 
’  mdre  are  close  Behind.  ' 

The  highest  concentrations  of  lostness 


NOT  OUT  OF  REACH  —  More  than  3.5  billion  people  live  in  Asia  —  greater  than  the  rest 
of  the  globe  combined  —  and  60%  of  the  world's  expected  population  growth  in  the  next  50 
years  will  come  there.  Yet  it's  the  region  farthest  away  from  the  Christian  centers  of  the  West, 
making  it  more  difficult  and  expensive  to  reach  with  the  good  news  of  salvation.  (BP  photo) 


span  the  so-called  "10-40  Window"  from 
North  Africa  to  Southeast  Asia.  Not  sur¬ 
prisingly,  most  of  the  countries  with  fewer 
than  10  missionaries  per  1  million  lost  peo¬ 
ple  are  in  this  region. 

"If  we  are  to  reach  the  world's  more 
than  5  billion  lost  persons,  how  many  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  resources  can  we  afford  to 
deploy  to  countries,  cities,  and  people 
groups  that  already  have  thriving  evangel¬ 
ical  populations?"  the  report  asks. 

"Can  we  afford  not  to  partner  with 
like-minded  evangelical  brothers 
and  sisters  wherever  we  find 
them?  How  can  we  mobilize 
these  Great  Commission  co¬ 
laborers  to  take  the  gospel  to  a; 
lost  and  needy  world?" 


Big  religion,  no  reugion 

Nearly  a  third  of  the  world's 
people  identify  themselves  —  or 
are  identified  by  others  —  as 
"Christian." 

Islam  claims  more  than  1  billion  I 
adherents.  Hinduism  has  800  mil-| 
lion  followers. 

Buddhism,  with  350  million 
adherents,  is  experiencing  a  surge 
of  growth. 

The  third-largest  bloc  behind 
Christianity  and  Islam,  however,  is 
the  900  million  people  who  profess 
no  faith  at  all  —  including  "post- 
Christian  secularists  in  Europe, 
post-communist  atheists  in  Asia, 
materialists,  humanists,  and  hedo- 1 
nists  scattered  around  the  world,'1 
the  report  notes. 


Cities  present  plenty  of  challenges,  but 
"we  can  find  most  of  the  world's  people 
groups  living  in  sonfe  urbaiv  enclave" — 
even  members  of  the  hardest-to-reach 
groups  as  they  flood  cities  looking  for  jobs 
and  education. 

"How  can  we  turn  these  opportunities 
for  access  into  gateways  for  people  group 
evangelism?"  the  report  asks. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

To  be  continued  in  next  week's  issue 
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A  WORLD  OF  CITIES 

More  and  more  people  are  jam¬ 
ming  into  cities,  a  trend  that  will 
accelerate  as  global  economics  and 
communications  drive  mass 
migrations  to  urban  centers. 

This  year  alone  more  than  10 
million  people  will  leave  poverty- 
stricken  rural  areas  of  China  m 
search  of  work. 
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population  of  the  United  States  — 
into  already-packed  cities  over  die 
next  20  years,-  according  to  die 
Asian  Development  Bank. 

4-  c  . 


CLUSTERS  OF  LOSTNESS  —  Only  about  600  mil¬ 
lion  of  the  world's  6.1  billion  people  claim  a  personal, 
saving  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  Multitudes  of  souls 

—  like  these  cult  members  at  Brazil's  "Carnaval"  festival 

—  are  lost  to  a  loving  God.  More  than  1 .6  billion  peo¬ 
ple  have  virtually  no  access  to  the  gospel,  a  church, 
Scripture  or  followers  of  Christ.  More  than  2,100  of  the 
wond3  nearly  13^X50  distinct  people  groups  fall  into 
that  category.  (Photo  by  Roy  M.  Burroughs) 
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